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MINUTES OF THE TEDBURN ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 2 NOVEMBER 2009 AT TEDBURN ST MARY VILLAGE HALL

PRESENT:  
Chairman  -  Councillor F Pike, Councillors L Bellshaw, S Forster, P Moody, V Nuttall, C Pallot,
                     H Perry, C Risdon.
 9 members of the public. 
Open Forum -   
1.      Mr Gibbs asked that he be allowed to comment when his Planning Application was viewed.
2.     Following a recent accident at the eastern traffic calming chicane, some marker posts had been destroyed and had not been replaced.  Clerk to report.

3.      Mrs Conner asked to comment regarding Planning Application - Clerk would include letter in correspondence.

4.      The road surface at Moorview was reported as disintegrating.  Clerk to report.

5.      Buses were unable to pull in to the bus shelter because of the height of their wing mirrors, causing difficulty for passengers getting on and off.  Clerk to request that the kerb be extended outwards to accommodate this.

1.     Apologies.  Councillor Bromell due to holiday and Councillor Herdman due to work commitment
2.     Declarations of Interests.  None
3.     Planning

TDC decisions:

Mr K Howes, Higher Rubhay - 09/02197/FUL  -  Proposed implement shed, haybarn and car port.  GRANT OF CONDITIONAL PLANNING PERMISSION

Ms J H Kiddle, Higher Rubhay Farm - 09/02237/FUL  -  Erection of stables and ménage.  GRANT OF CONDITIONAL PLANNING PERMISSION

Applications for discussion:

Mr & Mrs Putt, Land at Lillybrook - 09/03043/REM - Approval of details for an agricultural dwelling to accommodate a principal stockman (approval sought for appearance, landscaping, layout and scale).  Some Councillors were concerned at the size of the development but after discussion, the application was SUPPORTED, a vote of 6-2 in favour.
Mr C Gibbs, Willow Cottage, Tedburn St Mary - 09/3094/FUL  -  Proposed conservatory.  SUPPORTED
Mr T Courtier, Great Huish Farm - 09/03082/LBC  -  retention of four UPVC windows to front elevation.  This application had been received too late for inclusion on the Agenda.  Normally this would be deferred but it was agreed that since it was not an application for alteration, it could be viewed and a decision given at this meeting.  Clerk to comment that the Parish Council did not support as a matter of course breaches of Listed Building legislation.  However, given the length of time that these windows had been in situ, it SUPPORTED this application.

Mr and Mrs Conner’s letter to the Planning Officer concerning their application had been circulated.  A copy of a further letter sent to Teignbridge by Dr Herdman was read - Mr and Mrs Conner requested a copy which would be supplied.  As the sub-committee had already requested through Councillor Bromell that the application be placed in Category B it was agreed that no further representation should be made.
4.     Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7th September and 5th October for approval.  After corrections, the Chairman signed both copies.
5.      Clerk’s report 

1.      Transfer of car park  - still awaiting details from legal department.
2.     Response regarding mobile speed indicator devices   -  e-mail from PC English stated that there was a problem transporting the devices, but he would look into this and would contact the Clerk again
3.    Col Mackie  -  Councillor Moody had been in touch with Mrs Mackie and had received a suggestion for a gift - this to be discussed at the same time as the precept.
4.     SW Allotments Officer Forum  -  Clerk had managed to secure a place for Councillor Pike to represent the Parish Council as it was not sensible for the Clerk to do so.
5.      Result of letter concerning overgrown hedge  -  Councillor Moody had dealt with this.
6.    HMRC Penalty Notice - appeal process still in progress, the penalty had been reduced to £100 and with the agreement of the Chairman, this amount had been transferred from a credit amount held in the PAYE account to prevent any further penalty accruing - this to be refunded in the event the appeal was upheld.
7.    Lack of invoice for grass cutting contract  -  Clerk had received no response either to e-mails or telephone messages.  No payments at all had been made for the year.
8.  Late receipt of planning application  -  dealt with under item 3
Correspondence:

1.     Record RSS - Playground Inspection and Maintenance - passed to Recreation Association
2.     DAPC - AGM main points - for information
3.    NALC Employment Briefing  - a final pay award for 2009/2010 had been made.  This would increase the Clerk’s salary by approximately £4 per month, backdated to April 2009.  Clerk had indicated she did not wish to implement this additional amount as it would incur further NHI costs for the Parish Council and she was happy to have her salary remain at its existing level.
4.    Copies of invoices to support Rural Aid grant to Village Hall - received from Mr Gibbs - thanked by the Clerk.
5.     Devon & Cornwall Constabulary - response from Professional Standards Department - the Clerk read the response.  She was to reply that the Parish Council considered that it was possible to forecast what would happen when there is another accident - ie that traffic was almost certain to be diverted on to the old A30 - and that the police should have a pre-plan in place to minimise disruption.  A parishioner had been informed that regular meetings were held between the police, Highways Agency and DCC and it believed that this was the forum where these issues could be addressed.  To request an Agenda and Minutes of the next such meeting.  With regard to the response to the e-mail from PC English it was suggested that said response displayed a lack of understanding of the issue being raised.
6.      SW Ambulance Service - aspirant foundation trust consultation - no action
7.   TDC- results of Yellow Pages Directories Competition   -  Tedburn had not been successful.  The response had been very poor.
8.    DCC - P3 Christmas Workshops, Newsletter, Annual return forms  -  Councillor Moody had received separate copies.
9.   TDC Warm4Winter home insulation update - to request that the shop display the information.
10.    e-mail - Rural Services Network - no action
11.    e-mail - pavement overgrowth at Pathfinder Village - Clerk had reported to DCC highways but they said it was a Teignbridge issue and had referred it to them. Councillor Brook to investigate.
12.   e-mail - response to request for litter bin at School Lane - this had been refused as the officer who had visited did not consider it necessary.
13.   e-mail - copy of letter from applicants at Wayland Farm to Planning Deparment - dealt with at item 3.
14.    e-mail - copy of letter from objector re Wayland Farm - dealt with at item 3.
15.    Teignbridge Green Space Strategy Consultation Document - no action
16.  NALC - re Local Councils and cheque signatories - flagging up issue of electronic payments and their legality.  Clerk to file for future reference
17.   TDC decision re Frankford Farm Planning Application  - this application had been refused and the Clerk read the reasons given.  Applicants intended to appeal.

Committee Reports

Village Hall.  The Enhancement Committee have placed a wooden seat on the grass verge in the car park facing the church and are also going to plant some trees there.  We have used our 15 licences for drink for this year.  A drinks licence expires at midnight and in future licences issued will only be applicable until midnight.  We also discussed whether any organisation should have more drink licences than another but this will be discussed further in November.  Will all groups please make sure the hall is left in the condition they found it.  Bernard and Lyn Maunder will do the draw for the Farmers Market in November.  All building work has been completed and we have received a works completion certificate.  The Jazz evening was very successful and £813.20 was donated to the Village Hall.  Thanks are given to Janet Gibbs and all her helpers for their hard work organising the event.  Judo have done their fire drill.  The course on the use of the defibrillator was very good.  Thanks to Chris Gibbs for organising it and the First Responders for giving instruction.  More courses will be run in the New Year.  Tremletts will be having a coffee morning on 10 December when the children will play the handbells.  The Christmas Coffee Morning on 17th December and the Prize Bingo on 21 December.  The heating is now set for winter.  There will be a Carol Service at the Parish Church on 12 December at 2.30pm.  There is a Police surgery on 25 November from 6.30-8pm.
Cemetery.    Some work to the hedges was still required and as this would come within the amount the sub-committee could spend without referring to the full Council, this would be arranged.  Otherwise everything was tidy.
Footpaths & Bridleways.  A new gatepost is required for footpath 7 as the base has rotted.  Arrangements for Footpath 1 are ongoing.  Landowners have been informed of intended works.  Councillor Pallot commented on the water discharging down the footpath near the Old Church Schoolroom.  Councillor Brook to meet Councillor Moody to investigate so that he could endeavour to get something done.
Recreation Association.  A splendid firework display was again held and enjoyed by all.  The forthcoming event is the Christmas Bingo on 19 December.  Eyes down at 6.45pm.  It is the AGM on 17 November at 7.30pm in the John Bromell Room.   All are welcome.  Devon County Council have provided a plaque to be erected on the recreation club wall stating that they had provided half of the money for the roof.
 Housing Committee.  Teignbridge Planning Committee had visited site today.  There was a possibility of a noise survey having to be done.  The application would go before the full planning committee on 23 November and a positive result was anticipated.  Grant funding had been applied for.
 Welfare Trust.   No report
 Neighbourhood Watch.  Councillor Forster reported that she had had not contact with anybody and no information was forthcoming.  She would pursue this to find out what the problem was.
 Local Emergency Planning.  No report

 School Governors.  No report
Tedburn Times.  No report due

TALC.    No report due

Website.   A reminder for groups to notify dates for inclusion in the “What’s On” page and also to inform of changes to committees.  Information was still needed from groups - Bellringers page was still blank.
Allotments.  The issue of the cost of ploughing was raised - no invoice had been received and it was believed that the £75 being requested was excessive.  No agreement to pay this amount had been minuted in PC minutes - Councillor Pike to obtain a copy of the Steering Committee minutes to establish what had been agreed.  Decision on lease deferred to December meeting.
6.     Accounts for Payment and balance of accounts
                            £473.43  -  A L Pantrey (October salary)

                              £15.00  -  A L Pantrey (use of home as office)

                              £86.39  -  A L Pantrey - expenses

                            £135.00  -  TSM Village Hall

Balances - Current account   £490.32
                 Savings account   £16780.90
Councillor Forster proposed and Councillor Perry seconded that these payments be made.  Paperwork for the change of signatories had been received.  Currently only 3 Councillors could sign cheques and there should be 5.  Chairman did not wish to be a signatory - decision deferred to December meeting.
7.     Reports from County and District Councillors  -  Councillor Brook reminded Councillors that he had a limited fund to be shared between 10 parishes and that applications for funding should be made as soon as possible.  He commented on the press reports concerning redundancies and said that the issue of care homes had highlighted inefficiencies and it was believed that considerable savings would be made by improvements to the service that were planned.
8.     Report on Planning for Non-Planners event    -  Councillors Pike and Bellshaw had attended and had found it a useful event - run by SW Planning Aid who could give advice on planning issues.  They had been shown how to decipher plans, the issue of Parish Plans had been touched on and the origins of Planning had been explained.  It was felt it had been a worthwhile event.  Councillor Pallot said he would like to see the Planning sub-committee reinstated so that they could view applications in advance of meetings and be prepared to brief full council on the issues so that more informed decisions could be made.
9.     Discussion concerning existing road signage - deferred.
10.    Lease between Allotments Association and Parish Council and outstanding 

        account for ploughing - dealt with in allotment report.
11.   Clerk vacancy interviews - update - two of the shortlisted candidates had been interviewed with the third to be seen on 10 November.  Apart from the interview committee, other Councillors could attend but to observe only.
12.   Agenda  - decide whether or not to retain new format - all agreed that the new format was preferable but it was felt that correspondence took up too much time.
13.   1st draft Precept for consideration  -  although it was recognised that to increase the precept in the current financial climate was not desirable, nevertheless, the figures suggested by the Clerk which would add £1000 to the precept for 2010/2011 was unavoidable.  Proposed by Councillor Risdon and seconded by Councillor Perry that the Clerk’s proposals be accepted.  Final version to be produced for a formal vote at next meeting.  The issue of the gift for Col Mackie was discussed and Councillor Moody’s proposal was accepted and approval given for the purchase.
14.    Date of next Parish Council meeting will be Monday 7th December

[image: image1.png]




