Exminster and Rural Neighbourhood report – November 2010.
October has come and gone... when did that happen? Winter is around the corner the leaves are changing colour, making the scenery beautiful and the roads slippery!  With slippery roads and winter in mind please take time to ensure that your vehicles are ready and take care when out driving.  Last year we had many problems with snow and ice and we are hoping that this winter will be less harsh but it is always good to prepare for the worst.   If you have a grit bin near to you it may be worth checking to see if it is full.  If not please contact your local council to get it refilled..

The past few weeks have been busy for us, what with Halloween and Bonfire night.  We had extra staff working for both events and visited most of the towns, villages and hamlet in our area.  Halloween was especially busy with many children out  in the early evening  ‘trick or treating’ – it was also good to see many parents a short distance away keeping a watchful eye, and then helping to carry all the bounty away. Exminster did suffer some issues later on in the evening when some older youths started throwing eggs at cars and people’s property.  We caught up with some of these youths involved and gave them warnings and were able to disperse them from the village centre.
On the 4th November PC Ken English was outside the Tesco’s in the village carrying out PACT surveys.  These are surveys that allow residents flag up any current issues that directly affect their quality of life living in the area, and the results help us set our community priorities.  We share this information with other relevant agencies in a bid to tackle them.  On the 4th Ken was assisted with this process by a student from Exeter College.  Many that were spoken to had no issues, whilst the common theme raised by others was in relation to speeding, parking and the general volume of traffic passing through the village.  We have been active in the area with our handheld speed device and will continue this process over the coming months.  The issues regarding parking have been passed to our colleagues in the Council’s Civil Enforcement Dept.
There have been some thefts of scrap metals in the area and if your business keeps scrap on site please be aware that this is being targeted. Some scrap metals have a high value eg. Copper . If you see suspicious vans or lorries taking an interest in your site please inform us. Also there was an attempted burglary at Tesco’s Exminster which was witnessed by a passing member of public. Luckily the culprits did not manage to access the store and nothing was stolen, though a suspicious vehicle was found close by.

Please always call us straight away if you see something that you think is suspicious.  This helps us check things out quickly and hopefully prevent crime.

Next PACT police surgeries are:-

November 25th 2010, 1900-2000hrs at Dunsford village town hall

January 5th 2011,  1900-2000hrs  at Longdown village hall.
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