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Many thanks to all involved with the Tedburn Fair for their hard work and effort throughout the year and especially on the day. It was a really enjoyable afternoon and the weather turned out kind as well. In the craft marquee the children’s sections were beautiful, some of the written work was outstanding and we have some up and coming cooks. In all sections, the overall quality appeared to be of a higher standard this year, and that pumpkin was huge. Well done to everyone who entered.
Congratulations must go to Martin Rich who won the best kept allotment for 2009/2010 and to the John Baker/Wendy Baker (Pathfinder) allotment for winning the best container of produce from the allotments.
This month our volunteers (who have already put in over 150 hours of their time, I hasten to add FREE), aim to start on digging extra drainage and putting water pipes in place for the new dipping troughs ready for connection next spring. 
October is the time for harvesting pumpkins and squashes before the frost. Protect brassicas plants from those pigeons, pheasants and the resident hare. The pheasants adore purple sprouting, the pigeons favourite appears to be cabbages, whilst the hare is an eating machine its preference is any young plant and it loves hiding in the parsnips.
Although it seems a little early to mention this, but now is the time to plant for the Spring Flower Show

Did you know?
Halloween can be traced back to an ancient Celtic festival Samhain which was a celebration of the harvest and the end of the summer. People used to carve turnips as lanterns. This continued up until the European settlers took the lantern tradition to America. Then the turnip got swapped for the pumpkin which has now become synonymous with both countries. 


Jobs for October
· Plant out spring cabbages. Firm the soil well to avoid too much movement in winter winds.
· Plant winter and spring lettuces don’t forget to use your cloches. 
· Cut remaining marrows and store in a dry, frost proof place. 
· Lift beetroot and storing in boxes of sand is the recommended method.
· Sow round seeded peas under cloches, but watch out for the mice. 
· Begin double digging any empty beds in preparation for next spring. 
· Harvest Jerusalem artichokes 
· Finish lifting potatoes before frost threatens. 
· Pick the last of the runner beans and French beans before frost kills them off. 
· Late sowings of French beans should be covered with cloches. 
· Earth up Celery for the last time. 
· Plant out garlic 
· Plant out strawberry plants for next year. 
· Order your manure ready for use. 
· Many of these jobs depend upon when the first frosts come so check on the weather.
Happy Gardening
Any ideas, tips or secrets about successful growing you can share with us. Please email your ideas to rosemaryandbasil@googlemail.com
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